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Gustavo Aguirre, VMD, PhD, received a $3,421,800 grant 
from NIH/NEI for Models for Therapy of Hereditary Retinal 
Degeneration. The grant spans from January 1, 2015, through 
November 30, 2019.
Jorge Alvarez, PhD, received a one-year, $19,323 grant from 
the McCabe Foundation Pilot Fund to study the role of the 
Hh pathway in regulating CNS immunity. He also received a 
$360,000 grant (Canadian dollars) from the Multiple Sclerosis 
Society of Canada to study the role of non-conventional CNS 
barriers during homeostasis and neuroinflammation. This 
grant spans from January 1, 2015, through December 31, 2017. 
Montserrat Anguera, PhD, received a one-year, $47,000 grant 
from the University Research Foundation to study Faulty 
X-chromosome silencing as significant contributor for female-
bias in autoimmunity.
Narayan Avadhani, PhD, received a $1,953,811 NIH/NIAAA grant 
for CYP2E1 Mediated Mitochondrial Injury and Cell Damage 
in Alcohol Liver Disease R01-AA022986. He also received a 
$1,077,300 NIH/NIGM grant for Role of Mitochondria-Targeted 
CYP2D6 in Chemical Toxicity. Both grants span from February 
2015 through December 31, 2019.
Kendra Bence, PhD, received a one-year, $30,000 grant from 
the Howard Hughes Medical Institute (Pilot, Chronobiology 
Program) for investigating a novel link between phosphatase 
regulation of central GLP-1 activity and the circadian control of 
feeding.
Igor Brodsky, PhD, received the New Investigators in the 
Pathogenesis of Infectious Disease Award from the Burroughs 
Wellcome Fund. The award provides $500,000 over five 
years to support accomplished investigators at the assistant 
professor level to study pathogenesis, with a focus on the 
interplay between human and microbial biology. He will 
work on defining the role of caspase-8 in the regulation of 
anti-microbial host defense. He also received a $280,725 NIH 
R21 AI117365 grant for Harnessing inflammasome activation to 
enhance efficacy of Salmonella vaccines. The grant spans from 
January 1, 2015, to December 31, 2016.
JD Foster, VMD, received a $82,323 grant from Immunicom 
for A multi-center, open-label study to evaluate safety and 
effectiveness of Immunicom Apheresis Immunoadsorption 
Affinity column in combination with Terumo BCT Spectra Optia 
Apheresis system for treatment of malignant melanoma and 
other naturally occurring malignancies in the dog. The grant 
spans from January 5 through December 31, 2015.
Michelle Giuffrida, VMD, received a $64,000 grant from 
Merial Limited for Evaluation of the efficacy and safety of feline 
interleukin-2 immunomodulator (ALVAC® IL-2) as an adjunct 
treatment for feline fibrosarcoma following surgical excision of 
the tumor. The grant spans from December 1, 2014, through 
December 31, 2017.
Ronald Harty, PhD, received a one-year, $84,374 grant from 
Fox Chase Chemical Diversity Center to study development of 
small molecule therapeutics against RNA viruses.
David Holt, BVSc, reported that the Section of Surgery was 
awarded a one-year grant from the Humane Society Veterinary 
Medical Association and the Kislak Family Foundation to repair 
fractures in shelter dogs and cats.
Olena Jacenko, PhD, received a one-year, $50,000 grant from 
the University Research Foundation to study the following: 
Could a young niche rejuvenate hematopoiesis.
Christopher Lengner, PhD, received a one-year, $50,000 grant 
from the University Research Foundation for Identifying 
markers for the prospective isolation of reserve intestinal stem 
cells.
James Lok, PhD, received a $1,158,891 NIH/AI grant for 
Mechanisms and Treatment of Chronic, Latent Human 
Strongyloidiasis. The grant spans from March 16, 2015, to 
February 28, 2018. 
Frank Luca, PhD, received a one-year, $50,000 grant from 
the University Research Foundation for A Zebrafish model for 
investigation Ndr Kinase-dependent retina development.
James Marx, DVM, PhD, received a $5,000 grant from the 
ASLAP Foundation Summer Fellowship Program, which spans 
from May 1 to September 30, 2015.
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Lisa Murphy, VMD, received a one-year, $50,000 USDA grant 
for Maintenance of Membership Laboratory Requirements.
Michael Povelones, PhD, received a one-year, $19,323 grant 
from the McCabe Foundation Pilot Fund.
Alexander Reiter, Dipl. Tzt., and Maria Soltero-Rivera, DVM, 
received a one-year, $9,000 grant from the Edwin & Fannie 
Gray Hall Center for Human Appearance (CHA) for studies 
relating to craniofacial disfigurement from a One Health 
perspective. 
Mark Rondeau, DVM, received a $39,999 grant from Royal 
Canin to study the role of the microbiome in resolution of 
canine chronic enteropathy. The grant spans from December 
15, 2014, to June 30, 2016.
Thomas Schaer, VMD, received a $100,055 grant from NIH 
(subcontract from Thomas Jefferson University) for Creating 
an infection-free intraosseus transcutaneous amputation 
prosthesis. The grant spans from January 1, 2014, through 
January 31, 2016.
Billy Smith, DVM, received a $12,020 grant from the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for Using low street handling 
techniques and acclimation to decrease stress during transition 
and early lactation in dairy heifers. The grant spanned from 
January 1 through June 30, 2015. 
Louise Southwood, PhD, received a $12,958 grant from North 
Carolina State University (Grayson Jockey Club) for Flunixin or 
Firocoxib in postoperative colic patients. The grant spans from 
May 1, 2015, to March 31, 2017.
J. Oriol Sunyer, PhD, received a $862,045 NIH R01 GM085207 
grant for Primordially conserved principles governing mucosal 
immune responses to pathogens and microbiota. The grant 
spans from February 15, 2015, to November 30, 2018.
Raymond Sweeney, VMD, received a one-year, $97,760 grant 
from Immune Solutions Ltd for evaluation of an oral vaccine 
for Johne’s Disease in calves.
P. Jeremy Wang, PhD, MD, received a $1,400,000 NIH/
U01HD084007 grant for Targeting the piRNA pathway and 
meiotic recombination for male contraception. The grant spans 
from May 1, 2015, through March 31, 2020.
Zhiguo Wu, PhD, received a $35,000 grant from the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for Management of 
phosphorus nutrition to reduce dairy cow milk fever. The grant 
spanned from January 1 through June 30, 2015. 
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